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GLOBAL
HIV/AIDS - Fewer babies are being born HIV-positive, but treatment for the more than three million
children living with HIV remains under-researched and underfunded. As part of efforts to boost access
to paediatric HIV treatment, researchers are getting creative, moving to better pills, kid-friendly
treatment "sprinkles", micro-tabs and even medicine-dispensing pacifiers.
AFRICA
HIV/AIDS - Many sub-Saharan African nations - traditionally the beneficiaries of international HIV
funding - are gradually increasing their financial contributions to the fight against the virus, boosting
the number of people on treatment to record highs according to a new UNAIDS report, Together We Will
End AIDS, released on 18 July.
CAMEROON - A United Nations independent human rights expert today urged Cameroon to take
measures to ensure it can have food security in the long-term, including investing in small farmers,
increasing accountability, and implementing stricter tax laws for foreign companies that draw natural
resources from the country.
MADAGASCAR - An estimated one million people in Madagascar are diabetic, but only about half of
them know it. Finding the other half presents a major challenge for this large, island nation in which 80
percent of the population live in rural areas where few people have ever heard of this chronic and
potentially deadly disease.
ASIA & PACIFIC
NEPAL - The Chepang, one of Nepal's most disadvantaged and marginalized indigenous groups, are
struggling to educate their children. While many parents are managing to keep them in school, they
worry that poverty will put an end to education.
PAKISTAN - Efforts to combat polio in Pakistan have received a sudden setback just as the fight against
the disease had seemed to be going well, with the Global Polio Eradication Initiative reporting only
22 cases in the country this year, a distinct improvement on the 59 reported by the same date last year.
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