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NEWS BULLETIN
GLOBAL
DEVELOPMENT - Delegates to the recent global poverty summit in South Africa examined what
progress has been made as a result of the Doha Development Round of negotiations at the World Trade
Organization a decade ago. Progress related to the Doha effort - which aims to reduce barriers to
market access in agriculture, intellectual property and services as a means to decrease poverty levels in
developing countries - has been limited by the continuation of government subsidies for exports by
developed countries, according to delegates.
CLIMATE CHANGE - Despite repeated warnings by environmental and climate experts that reduction of
fossil fuel consumption and greenhouse gas emissions is fundamental to forestalling global warming,
disaster appears imminent. According to the latest statistics, unprecedented climate change has Earth
hurtling down a path of catastrophic proportions.
AFRICA
KENYA/SOMALIA - Fleeing Somalia may mean an end to dodging bullets and living in fear, but for many
Somalis who manage to cross the border into Kenya, it is also the start of a long and difficult journey as
a refugee.
MALI - Many Malian farmers are boycotting cotton this year, instead planting cereals. Cotton isn't edible,
but observers say that the shift could weaken food security.
MAURITIUS - A new initiative to support production of renewable energy in Mauritius may provide a
model for other countries to follow suit. In December 2010, Mauritius launched an initiative asking the
population to produce electricity from renewable sources. Energy and Public Utilities Minister says the
aim is to reduce the island’s greenhouse gas emissions and enhance energy resilience.
NIGERIA - Despite some progress, Nigeria is lagging behind its peers in reducing deaths among
children under five. The mortality rate remains worryingly high for newborn infants - 700 children less
than 28 days old die in the country every day.
SUDAN - The peaceful achievement of an independent South Sudan could have economic and security
benefits for its East African neighbours in particular. Analysts say it may also shift the balance of power
in controlling vital water resources in the region.
ASIA & PACIFIC
PHILIPPINES - As the impact of climate change worsens around the globe, a disaster-resilient village is
poised to be a solution for urban poor battling the constant floods and typhoons that hit the Philippines.
SRI LANKA - Food security and livelihoods have been severely hit in Sri Lanka, specialists say, after
heavy rains caused widespread flooding and drove hundreds of thousands from their homes, left 43
people dead, and damaged or destroyed close to 30,000 homes.
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